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MUSEUM NEWS 
 

The museum was officially open 
for July and August.  Thanks to our 
faithful museum guides it was also 
opened quite a few times for special 
occasions and for individuals who 
requested to visit it during June and 
September.  I’m sure we’ll have 
some others dropping by in October 
also. 
 
One day when one of the guides 
opened the museum, the visitor do-
nated $50.00 toward the restoring 
of our fire truck.  
 
We believe that the museum is an 
outreach to our community, to for-
mer Northvillians, and many visi-
tors to our area.  This summer we 
had 465 signed guests and we know 
that some visitors didn’t sign.  Be-
sides our NY visitors there were 
visitors from Mass., Vt. , Md. N.J., 
Ct., Ca., Ill., Pa., Mn. Or., R.I., 
Neb., Fl., and Virginia.  Also Can-
ada, Barbados, and China. 
 
There were  4 guides who worked 
in the museum. Linda, Skip, Gloria 
and Gail.   

GROCERY STORES 
I don’t have the dates of the very first grocery store but I do know that 
John Barker had a grocery store in Northville in 1849. John  had a store 
in Edinburg, sold it and moved his business to Northville. There had to 
be “market’s of some description before that time as the population 
grew.  I’m sure most folks had gardens, chickens, and cows to supply 
their needs.  The women folks would can the vegetables, and stored 
carrots, potatoes etc in the root cellar, and the men smoked meat to  
preserve it. 

Allen and Bowman’s Grocery store in the Heath Block. This was 
destroyed by fire.  Our fire department now occupies this space 

 Stores in Fish House 
 

Hank Smith’s Store 
Humphrey’s Store 

John Stead 
Noyes General Store 

 

These were general stores and most 
likely sold groceries as well. 



Grocery Stores that I have found existed in our area.   
There were a lot of small places that carried some groceries, so I  may 
have missed a few. Can you remember any more than are listed here? 

 
*John Barker  North Main  

*Leon Horton’s Grocery store Bridge Street (1926) 
(Later became Langr’s Market...  Frank Langr) 

*Langr’s meats at Osborne Bridge 
*Mosher Bros.  Bridge Street (Elwin, Wm, Gordon Mosher) 

 
*Grand Union Built in 1961.  North Main St.  (Loren Bentley) 

*Tops Grocery Store replaced G. U. in 2013 
 

*Another Grand Union prior to the above was on South Main Street 
*Crannell’s Food Market South Main St (Loren Crannell) 

(Timeless Tavern now) 
 

*George E. Van Arnam Grocery Store N. Main St 
*Seymour Willard ran a Grocery store in this building 

*Holleran’s Market  also occupied the building for many years 
*Richard Sakadolsky was the next owner. This building  
was torn down to make way for the Rite Aid Pharmacy. 

 
*Jim Anibal Grocery Store On Cor.  Mechanic and South Main 

*(Later Oscar Chamberlain’s) 
*Ralph Sweet’s Delicatessen  3rd Street 

*(Fred Stewart grocery store after Sweet) 
*Lawton’s WGY Food Store  Cor. of Third and Division Sts. 

*(Wilshire’s Market) 
*Gene Hodlin’s Grocery stores 

(Mechanic Street and Corner of Route 30 and Mt. Road) 
*Persse’s Grocery Store North Main Street 

*Miller and Cook Meat Market  N. Main Street 
(where Kitchenette is) 

*Allen and Bowman  S. Main (Heath Block) 
 

*Schaffer Groceries (Rueben Willard Block)  
*Oneida Market N Main (Mike Greenhill) it burned 1973 

(Former Rueben Willard Block) 
 

*A &  P Store  South Main (E. M. Alter) 
*Nelson Schuyler’s Groceries etc  Reed Street 

*Morris Service Station and Groceries Reed Street 
*Frank Barker Dry Goods and Groceries 

*Abe Houseman’s small store (Housman Street) 
*Joe Beman’s Grocery’s  Cor of 2nd and Bridge Streets 

(At one time Sweet’s shoe store, It was moved back and used 
 for Robinson’s bottling works, who sold it to Willard Weaver) 

*Albert Smith Grocery Store Bridge Street 
(prior to Pine Lodge) 

*Bloodgood’s Grocery Store in Sacandaga Park 
*R. E. Hoke Grocery Store in Sacandaga Park 

(where Vic’s Bar is today) 

 

Loren Crannell 

Walt Weaver 

Ralph Sweet’s Grocery Store,  
later Fred Stuart’s  North Third Street 

Harry Lawton’s Grocery Store 
Today it’s a private residence 

Mayor Milt Groff Cutting the ribbon at the 
opening of the new Grand Union (1961).  

 Loren Bentley on  the left 



The Oneida Market was in this 
building before it burned in 
1957.  Side view of the market 
in the 1940’s 

Hoke’s in Sacandagaa 

Frank Langr’s Meat Delivery Truck 

Anibal’s Store  
after heavy snow caved in the roof  

Elwin and Wm. 
Mosher bought this 
building from 
Lewis Brownell in 
1899 and started 
Mosher Brother’s 
Grocery Store. 
Gordon Mosher 
took over the store 
after his father 
Elwin died in 1942. 

Addtion onto Sweet’s Grocery store which 
later housed a bakery and also a dry cleaners. 
This was torn down to make way for a garage.  

Gordon 

Stockwell’s 



1889 



NORTHVILLE FOLKS  
THAT WE WILL NOT FORGET 

 
Arthur J Sands (1904  -  1958) 

 by Jack Sands 

In the 1940’s and 50’s , my uncle Arthur, who some 
friends called him by his nickname, “Fat”, sold and 
repaired Hotpoint Appliances and General Electric 
radios and televisions.  His shop was located in the 
basement of the Oneida Market at Main and Water 
Streets. At one time, he operated his own amateur 
radio station with call letters W8KRA.  Arthur was a 
longtime member of the Northville Fire Department, 
and also an avid collector of antique firearms.  Dur-
ing World War II, he was a volunteer member of the 
Aircraft Warning Service.  Along with other area 
residents, he took turns manning an observation post 
located outside of the village. 
 
Television was in its infancy in the late 1940’s and 
not many people owned a set.  The screens were ei-
ther 8 inches or 10 inches in size, and all programs 
were in black and white.  The only TV station in the 
area was in Schenectady, and it just broadcast in the 
evening.  On Saturday nights, a crowd of men would 
come to Arthur’s shop to watch wrestling matches 
on Art’s TV. 
 
Since it took a great deal of concentration to repair 
radios and television sets, Arthur usually did this 
work late at night, when it was quiet.  One night, as 
he was passing the fire station on his way home, he 
observed a commotion inside where the jail cell was 
located.  Clarence Davison, the village police officer 
had arrested two disorderly men from out of town.  
When he put them in the cell, one of the men swung 
the heavy door open, knocking Clarence to the floor.  
Arthur went in and assisted Clarence getting them 
back in the cell and locking the door.  

For years there has been an annual Northville 
Girls Reunion for all ladies that have gone to 
NCS, or have been associated with NCS.  That 
wasn’t always the case.  When it was first or-
ganized it was by invitation only, very exclu-
sive group.  Here is a picture of the Northville 
Girls Reunion in 1953 at Union Hall in Johns-
town 

Seated: Jane Foote Lawton, Sarah Olmstead Brownell, 
Frances Foote Cohen, Lu Wilson, Margaret L Roberts, 
Etta Snell Cole.  Standing: Ada Davis Pickering, Mar-
tha Olmstead Patton, Bea Weaver R King, Emma 
Roberson Murphy, Beatrice Delgado Sullivan, Ruth 
Lawton Barker, Anna Tooker Palmer Van Vost, Grace 
Van Husen Heath, Lillian Carpenter Pryor, Eleanor B. 
Sheppard, Emma O. Sargent , Libby Van Decar W Stu-
art, Mildred Foote Earl, Irma Kested Miller 

NORTHVILLENORTHVILLENORTHVILLE   GIRLS REUNIONGIRLS REUNIONGIRLS REUNION   
201420142014   

   
SEPTEMBER 27thSEPTEMBER 27thSEPTEMBER 27th   

MEET AND GREET AT 11 AMMEET AND GREET AT 11 AMMEET AND GREET AT 11 AM   
LUNCH AT 12:00LUNCH AT 12:00LUNCH AT 12:00   

RAFFLES TO FOLLOW LUNCHRAFFLES TO FOLLOW LUNCHRAFFLES TO FOLLOW LUNCH   
   

REUNION WILL BE AT THE BCONREUNION WILL BE AT THE BCONREUNION WILL BE AT THE BCON   

(pink chicken) (pink chicken) (pink chicken)    
corner of Bridge & Maincorner of Bridge & Maincorner of Bridge & Main   

   
This is an invitation to any Girls or Women This is an invitation to any Girls or Women This is an invitation to any Girls or Women    

that graduated from NCS or have been that graduated from NCS or have been that graduated from NCS or have been    
associated with NCS in any wayassociated with NCS in any wayassociated with NCS in any way   

   

$15.00 PER PERSON$15.00 PER PERSON$15.00 PER PERSON   
Please call and RSVP  by Sept. 25th Please call and RSVP  by Sept. 25th Please call and RSVP  by Sept. 25th    

Dianna Downing 863Dianna Downing 863Dianna Downing 863---3067 3067 3067    
or Judy Wilcox 863or Judy Wilcox 863or Judy Wilcox 863---860186018601   


