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WILLIAM L. GILLIS
KATHLEEN F. GILLIS

THE
JOSEPH F. SPIER HOME

1825-1851
520 SOUTH MAIN STREET

POST OFFICE BOX 521
NORTHVILLE, NEW YORK 12134

518-863-4730
516-378-6278

TWENTY-FOUR YEARS AGO, MY WIFE AND TWO CHILDREN PURCHASED
THE "JOSEPH F. SPIER HOME". AT THAT TJME WE WERE UNAWARE OUR
HOlvlE HELD SUCH HJSTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE.

OUR FAMJLYS' GOAL, AT THAT TJME, WAS TO HAVE A SUMMER RETREAT
AWAY FROM THE FAST PASSED LIFE ON LONG ISLAND. IT ALL STARTED
\VHILE COMMUTING TO WORK ONE MORNING. I SPOTTED A SMALL
ADVERTISEMENT IN THE NEW YORK TIMES REAL ESTATE SECTION
LISTING THJS HOME. UPON ARRJVlNG AT MY PLACE OF BUSINESS I
CALLED BILL COLE REAL ESTATE TO INQUIRE. BILL'S DESCRIPTION WAS
ENOUGH TO PERSUADE MY WIFE, KAY AND CHILDREN TO ENDURE A FIVE
HOUR DRIVE TO MEET MR. COLE AT illS HOME IN EDlNBERG.

I REMEMBER DRIVING UP TO TIllS HOME, WHJCH SAT ON TWO HUNDRED
FEET OF LAKESIDE PROPERTY AND SAYING TO MYSELF, "WHAT COULD BE
MORE BEAUTIFUL". WHILE BILL WAS SHOWING US THE HOUSE WHICH
WAS THEN OWNED BY MR. BRUCE RHODES, AN ANTIQUE COLLECTOR A.1'lD
DEALER WHO FURNISHED THE HOME WITH PERIOD PIECES ADDING TO
THE CHARM OF THJS HOME. I OBSERVED THAT ALL THE DOORWAYS AND
THE STAIRCASE SEEMED AT ANGLES NOT QUITE VERTICAL NOR QUITE
HORIZONTAL AND BILL COLE SENSING MY DISMAY, LOOKED ME IN THE
EYE AND SAID, "BUT TIllS IS THE CHARM OF AN OLD HOME, BILL." HE
WAS RIGHT, OF COURSE, LIKE PEOPLE, WE ALL SETTLE IN TIME, TillS OLD
HOlvlE AS WELL, HAD GRACEFULLY SETTLED IN IT'S OWN CHARMING
WAY.

EVERYTHING ABOUT TillS HOME WAS HISTORIC, THE WINDOWS WERE
ORIGINAL, THE WIDE PLANK FLOORS, INTERIOR DOORS, AS WELL AS



THE FRONT DOOR, INCLUDING THE BRASS DOOR KNOCKER ALL
APPEARED ORIGINAL THIS WAS A PLACE I HAD TO OWN.

MANY YEARS HAVE PASSED SINCE THAT DAY AND THROUGHOUT THIS
PERIOD OF TIME MY WIFE. KAY A.1'\lD I HAVE LOVINGLY MAINTAINED THIS
OLD HOME WHILE RETAINING AND PERSERVING ITS ORlGINAL
CHARACTER. illSTORY. AND CHARM.

IN 1992. AFTER SATISFING THE BALANCE OF THE MORTGAGE. THE
MORTGAGE COMPANY SENT US" THE ABSTRACT OF TITLE". READING
THROUGH THIS DOCUMENT WAS A TRIP THROUGH IllSTORY AND WE
REALIZED WHAT HISTORY HAD PASSED THROUGH ITS DOORS. STARTING
WlTH THE BUILDING OF THE HOME IN 1825, AND THE FIRST INHABINENTS,
"THE SPIERS". IT WAS THEN, THAT WE REALIZED THAT IN THE ABSENCE
OF THE ABSTRACT ALL THE IllSTORY OF PAST OWNERS WAS HIDDEN
FROM GENERAL VIEW. SO, ARMED WlTH A FINE PUBLICATION ON THE
HISTORY OF NORTHHAMPTON, WHICH WE PURCHASED AT THE "RED
BARN" FROM AL AND DONNA BREDA, WE WERE ABLE TO PUT TOGETHER
THE IllSTORY OF 'THE JOHN F. SPIER HOME". WHILE TIllS WAS
IMPORTANT TO US, IT SEEMED IT WAS ALSO IMPORTANT FOR OHlER
HOMES IN NORTHVILLE TO BE MAINTAINED, AND RECOGINIZED FOR
THEIR IllSTORY FOR TIME TO COME.

THE VILLAGE OF NORTHVILLE IS STEEPED IN HISTORY. PERSERVED FOR
THE MOST PART, FOR THE ENJOYMENT OF ITS RESIDENTS, AND THE
MANY TOURlSTS WHO VISIT EACH YEAR. VIEWING THE BEAUTIFUL
LAKES AND SHOPS WHICH LINE OUR MAIN STREET. TO SEE THE
BEAUTIFUL OLD HOMES STILL STANDING AFTER ALL TIllS TIME. TillS IS
MY REASON TO PURSUE, WlTH YOUR ASSISTANCE, AN OFFICIAL HISTORIC
DESIGNATION FOR TillS HOME AND OTHERS LIKE IT SO PEOPLE "''ILL
APPRECIATE THE IllSTORY OF NORTHVILLE AND NOT HAVE IT LOST IN
TIME OR MODIFIED BEYOND DESCRIPTION FOR THE SAKE OF
CONVENIENCE AND LACK OF KNOWLEDGE.

TWO MANY OLD LANDMARKS HAVE BEEN LOST FOREVER FOR THESE
REASONS BY SOME WHO ARE SHORT SIGHTED, AND OHIERS WHO VIEW
OUR IllSTORlCAL LANDMARKS FROM A DIFFERENT POINT OF VIEW.

IN CONCERT WlTH OUR BEAUTIFUL MUSEUM, THE HISTORlCAL DISTRlCT
OF NORTHVILLE IS NECESSARY TO PERSERVE. ONE THAT WOULD
INCLUDE SUCH GUIDE LINES AS ADDRESSES THE ALTERlNG OF THE
EXTERlORS OF THESE LANDMARKS. THE BUILDING OF NEW COMMERCIAL
PROPERTIES, WHICH ARCHITECTURALLY DO NOT FIT NOR ENHANCE THE
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HlSTORlCAL AMBIANCE OF THE SURROUNDING HlSTORlCAL HOMES AND
COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES STILL STANDING.

WHILE THIS MAY SOUND LIKE STANDING IN THE WAY OF PROGRESS,
PLEASE BE ASSURED THIS IS NOT MY AIM. YOU CAN STILL ACHIEVE BOTH
WITHOUT GIVING UP EITHER. A CLASSIC EXAMPLE OF WHAT I SPEAK IS A
TOWN ON THE EAST END OF LONG ISLAND NAMED "STONYBROOK". TAKE
A WALK THROUGH THlS TOWN AND YOU WOULD BE HARD PRESSED TO
PICK OUT THE NEW FROM THE OLD. THE TOWN FATHERS OF
STONYBROOK, MANY YEARS AGO, IMPOSED STRICT GUIDELINES FOR TI-IE
BUILDING OF NEW COM,VIERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES. THEY
MUST COMPLIMENT THE HISTORlCAL STRUCTURES STANDING, AND
ADHERE TO BUILDING CODES ENACTED TO INSURE THAT THE EXTERlORS
OF THEIR DWELLINGS DO NOT CHANGE OR CHALLENGE THE HISTORlCAL
NATURE THE TOWN PRlDES ITSELF OF HAVING_ THIS TOWN HAS BECOME
A MECCA FOR TOURlSTS WI-IO VISIT YEARLY TO VIEW A TOWN WHlCH
STILL EMBRACES IT'S PAST AND PRESERVES IT'S FUTURE_

SINCERELY,

WILLIAM L. GILLIS AND KATHLEEN F_ GILLIS
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-PROVENANCE­
THE

JOSEPH F. SPIER
HOME

520 SOUTH MAIN STREET
NORTHVILLE, NEW YORK 12134

1825-1851

THE JOSEPH F. SPIER RESIDENCE IS LOCATED ON THE EAST SIDE OF SOUTH
MAJN STREET IN THE VILLAGE OF NORTHVILLE IN NEW YORK STATE.

THE HOME IS A TWO STORY, FEDERAL COLONAL, RESTING ON A
PROPERTY EIGHTY BY TWO HUNDRED FORTY FEET OF LAKE SIDE
PROPERTY ON THE NORTHVILLE LAKE. THE HOME ORIGINALLY WAS A
FARM CONSISTING OF OVER TWO ACRES OF LAND, WHICH WAS ACQUIRED
BY THE BLACK RJVER REGULATING AUTHORJTY IN 1938. IN CONCERT
WITH THE BUILDING OF THE CONKLIN DAM, TIIIS FARM LAND NOW
SLEEPS UNDER THE NORTHVILLE LAKE.

THE HOME WAS BUILT IN 1825, FOR JOSEPH F. SPIER AND HIS WIFE LYDIA,
WHO LIVED TOGEnIER THERE FOR T\VENTY-SIX YEARS. (IN 2006, WE WILL
BE THE SECOND LONGEST RESIDENTS OF THIS HOME SINCE IT WAS BUILT
ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY ONE YEARS AGO.)

JOSEPH F. SPIER, NAMED AFTER HJS FATHER, WAS BORN IN LAKE
PLEASANT, NEW YORK, IN 1799. SHORTLY AFTER HJS BIRTH HE MOVED
WITH HIS FAMILY TO THE VILLAGE OF SACANDAGA, WHICH WAS TO BE
RENAMED NORTHVILLE IN 1827 THROUGH THE EFFORTS OF JOHN F. SPIER.

DURING HJS LIFE TIME, JOSEPH, LIKE HIS FATHER, ACHIEVED GREAT
HEIGHTS BECOMING THE FIRST POSTMASTER OF NORTHVILLE. THIS
POSITION LASTED TWENTY-ONE YEARS. HE ALSO OPENED THE FIRST
MERCHANTILE STORE IN 1822. DUE TO THE SUCCESS OF TIIIS BUSINESS
WAS ABLE TO BUILD THE FIRST ALL BRJCK STORE ON MAIN STREET IN
1822. THE STORE AND THE POST OFFICE WERE LOCATED ON THE NORTH
\VEST CORNER OF MAll'l AND WASHINGTON STREETS.

JOSEPH F. SPIER ALSO BECAME A TRUSTEE IN THE NORTHVILLE
METHODIST CHURCH WHERE HE BECAME SUPERINTENDENT. A POSITION
HE HELD UNTIL 1855. IN THAT SAME YEAR MR. SPIER, FORMED A
CEMETARY ASSOCIATION TO BUILD A NEW CEMETARY IN THE VILLAGE
DUE TO THE LACK OF AVAILABLE SPACE IN THE ORJGINAL CEMETARY ON



MAlN STREET. THE NEW LOCATION WAS BUILT ON PROSPECT STREET ON
LAND THAT MR. SPIER OWNED.

JOSEPH F. SPIER LIVED illS ENTIRE LIFE IN NORTHVILLE. HE PASSED
AWAY ON JANUARY 17. 1893. AT THE AGE OF NINETY-THREE. HlS LOVING
WIFE, LYDIA FOOTE SPIER, DIED ON JULY 21,1892 AT THE AGE OF EIGHTY­
SEVEN AND THEY AND THEIR CHILDREN STILL SLEEP IN THE OLD
NORTHVILLE CEMETARY ON SOUTH MAlN STREET.

- BIBLIOGRAPHY -

NORTHHAMPTON, A TOWN NEARLY DROWNED
A HISTORY OF NORTHHAMPTON, NEW YORK

BY JOHN J. BENNlS
COPYRJGHT 2001

RECORDS OF THE NORTHVILLE METHODIST CHURCH VOL. 264
MISCELLANEOUS UNPUBLISHED DAR. RECORDS ]964-65 STATE CHA]RMAN,

MRS. PERCY V. KETCHAM, RIVERHEAD, NEW YORK

ABSTRACT OF TITLE FOR JOHN F. SPIER HOME DATED FROM ]825 TO ]992



THE
JOSEPH F.SPIER

RESIDENCE
1825-1851

520 SOUTH MAIN STREET
NORTHVILLE, NEW YORK 12134

-DESCRIPTION­
OF

PREMISES

THE HOME WHICH WAS BUILT IN 1825 IS A TWO STORY CENTER HALL
FEDERAL COLONAL MEASURING TWENTY SIX HUNDRED SQUARE FEET
(2600 SF.). THE EXTERIOR STILL RETAINS THE ORIGINAL CLAPBOARD
CONSTRUCTION WHICH IS IN PERFECT CONDITION AND WAS COVERED
SOME TIME BACK WITH ASBESTOS SIDING FOR PERSERVATION AND
MAINTENANCE REASONS.THE ROOF IS IN THE STANDARD GABLED STYLE
ASSOCIATED WITH A FEDERAL COLONAL.THE BRICK CHIMMNEY IS
ORIGINAL TO THE HOME BUT IS NOT IN WORKING CONDITION.THE BRICK
AND STONE FIREPLACE IN THE LAKE ROOM IS IN WORKING CONDITION
Al'lD SERVES THE FURNACE AND FIREPLACE EXHAUST.

THE MNORITY OF ALL THE WINDOWS ARE ORIGINAL AS WELL AS THE
INTERIOR DOORS AND HARDWARE.THE FRONT ENTRANCE DOOR IS
ORIGINAL AS IS THE PERIOD BRASS DOOR KNOCKER.THE FLOORS ON
BOTH LEVELS ARE OF THE WIDE PLANK STYLE FAMILIAR TO THAT
PERIOD.THE HOME ALSO FEATURES A FULL ATTIC ACCESSABLE THROUGH
A HATCH OPENING ON THE SECOND FLOOR HALL CEILING.
THE STAIR CASE IS ALSO ORIGINAL AND IN PERFECT CONDITION WITH A
WOOD BANNISTER.

ADDITIONS TO THE ORIGINAL STRUCTURE ARE THE BATHROOMS (ONE
FULL, AND ONE HALF) AND A EAT IN KITCHEN THE LAKE ROOM AND
ATTACHED ONE AND ONE HALF GARAGE WERE ADDED IN THE NINETEEN
THIRTEES (1930'S).

THE HOME RESTS ON THE ORIGINAL STONE FOUNDATION WITH A THREE
QUARTER BASEMENT AND ROOT CELLAR
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THE HOME HAS TWO MASTER BEDROOMS AND TWO OTHER ROOMS,
WHICH CAN BE USED FOR SLEEPING QUARTERS BUT DO NOT CONTAIN
CLOSETS AND A LIVING ROOM AND DINING ROOM.

THE HOME IS LOCATED IN THE VILLAGE OF NORTHVILLE, NY ON THE
EAST SIDE OF SOUTH MAIN STREET ON TWO HUNDRED FORTY FEET OF
LAKE SIDE PROPERTY ON THE NORTHVILLE LAKE.
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