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TOWN OF NORTHAMPTON 

 REGULAR MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARING 

November 16, 2016 

 

Supervisor Groff called the regular Town Board meeting and Public Hearing on the 2017 Preliminary Budget along with 

the Northville Fire Department and Kennyetto Fire Districts Contracts at 7:00 p.m. in the MunicipalBuilding at 412 South 

Main St., Northville, NY. on Wednesday, October 19, 2016and led the salute to the flag. 

PRESENT: Supervisor: James Groff  

  Councilmen: Darryl Roosa, Art Simmons, Ivar Anderson andWilliam Gritsavage 

 

RECORDING SECRETARY:Elaine Mihalik-Town Clerk 

Other Town department representatives in attendance wasHonorable Michael Albanese-Town Attorney  

Also Present: Warren (Skip) Taylor, Bob Ellsworth, Melissa Ellsworth, Carla Kolbe, Bill Coffey, Brian Correll, and  

Peter Junquera 

 

MOTION: Councilman Andersonmotioned to approve the October 19, 2016 Regular Town Board meeting minutes as 

presented by the Town Clerk.  Seconded by Councilman Gritsavage and  

Adopted by a vote of 5-Ayes: Groff, Gritsavage, Anderson, Simmons and Roosa  0-Nays 

 

Warrants 

MOTION:Councilman Gritsavage approved paying the warrants.  Seconded by Councilman Roosaand passed by  

A Vote of 5-Ayes: Groff, Roosa, Gritsavage, Simmons and Anderson  

2016 Warrants 

 General Fund “A”     $49,988.40 

 General Fund “B”     7,922.65 

 Highway Fund Outside Village “DB”   40,317.91    

 Sacandaga Lighting District    1,019.76     

 Sacandaga Sewer District    14,157.67 

Sacandaga Water District    11,201.56 

Trust and Agency Fund      1,017.69 

Total Warrants     $125,625.64 

 

Supervisor Groff opened the floor for Public Comment at 7:01 P.M. 

Publicity, Promotion and Advertising 

Bob Ellsworth: I was present at the Village Board meeting last night and I would like to complement the Town Board for 

spending money to promote the Town with the Chamber of Commerce.  I didn’t see anyone from the Chamber present at 

last night’s meeting or here at this meeting.  Some of the Board members have acknowledged they have never been here.  

There is no one here to answer to.  I don’t know what we had gotten for the ten thousand dollars between the Town and 

Village.  I believe we lost the Octoberfest because of the communication issue they had.   

I think that we could do better with people from our community.  People that love this community and are vested in our 

community.  They could come to the Board meetings and answer to the Board.  You would know what they were doing 

and they would be dedicated just to us.  

I would like the Town Board to consider doing this differently.  I think it’s great that you would spend the money but I 

believe you could do it better and you would get a lot more for your money.  You can give them assignments and goals. 
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You would think that someone from the Chamber would come to the board meetings to explain what they have done and 

plan to do to promote the area stated Mr. Ellsworth. 

From what I’ve seen and for whatever reason it seems that the Chamber of Commerce does everything through the 

Community Collaborative Committee (CCC), stated Councilman Simmons.  I do want the money in the budget for 

publicity, promotion and advertising in the community stated Councilman Simmons. The pilot program I feel didn’t go 

well and I believe that the local talent would be 10 times better.   

Bill Coffey: The information that was e-mailed to me regarding the Octoberfest from the CCC was incorrect.   

Supervisor Groff mentioned they are trying to get all the organizations in Town working on doing things together.  The 

problem is we are not getting everyone to show up.  

 

Senior Housing 

It was asked if the board was aware of Pathstone Corporation and how they have presented a proposed project of a 40 unit 

multi housing project laid out in the Village of Northville?  With a three parcel, overall project proposed on South First 

Street, the Corner of Division and Third Street and the old Northville hotel.Does the Town have a position on this in the 

way that Pathstone has their project laid out? 

For various reasons, we are in favor of Senior Housing stated Mr. Correll.  But not for the 20 plus unit housing for low 

income.   

I have expressed my displeasure to the Sacandaga Senior Task Force and the Village of Northville about it, stated 

Supervisor Groff.   

I think the Town could be heavily invested in this, stated Councilman Gritsavage because we are the ones who pay for the 

Ambulance Services, the Police Services, and we pay a lot for the Fire Department Services and I believe that they are 

going to be effected.  I think we are intertwined with the Village of Northvillethat the decisions that the Village may have 

to make has a big effect on the entire Town.  If you look at the Pathstone proposal they take in areas as far North as  

Johnsburg and areas that are around the Town of Northampton.  I am not in favor of the project stated Councilman 

Gritsavage.   

For this to happen the Village has to pass this new Comprehensive Plan that they have been working on which has a 

zoning change in the plan to allow this to happen stated Supervisor Groff.  The Village already has an Ordinance allowing 

Senior Housing.  They do not have an Ordinance allowing Senior Housing with multiple housing units. 

 

Supervisor Groff opened the Public Hearing at 7:18 p.m. on the 2017 Town of Northampton Preliminary Budget. 

Skip Taylor questioned Fire District line item, Sacandaga Park and what was the source of the revenue?  All of the Fire 
Districts are paid from sales tax money and that amount is their portion of the revenue for the fire protection in that 
district stated Supervisor Groff.  This line item is not on your tax bill.  We have a Fire contract with the Village of 
Northville and they bill what the fire protection amount is for the Town. 

 

Skip Taylor questioned the line item for the Sacandaga Park Lighting District. 

Mr. Matthews explained that was interest earned based on where you live within your District.  The Sacandaga Park 

Lighting District is independent from all other Lighting Districts.  Street lights come out of a line item that is Street 

Lighting which is Town wide.   

 

Skip Taylor explained the Sewer billing increase that took place a few years ago, thinking it was for the $6M needed for 

the replacement of the system.  He thought that part of that money was going to be put aside in a Reserve Account.  

You have to have a permissive referendum in order to get money out of the Reserve Account explained the Supervisor.   

Mr. Matthews explained the availability of different types of Reserves.    
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Whenever we have any money left over at the end of the year it is placed in the Reserve Account stated the Supervisor.    

It was explained on the types of reserves - to establish a type reserve it doesn’t need go out to permissive referendum to 

establish it. It’s when you go to expend the funds it is subject to permissive referendum.  The specific reserve is different 

in that it is subject to permissive referendum up front when you establish it.  The funds are specific for that project and 

cannot be spent on anything else but that project.  

Discussion ensued.   

Supervisor Groff spoke of the USDA Rural Development seminar for water.  They don’t want to acknowledge us because 

we are so small.  We have a grant in to try and use the gray water to irrigate the Golf Course.  I received a call today from 

the Adirondack Council saying that they are trying to get more monies put into the Adirondack Park for infrastructure 

work.  One of my complaints is that we are not in the Adirondack Park Economic Development Group.  We are in the 

Mohawk Valley Economic Development Group stated Supervisor Groff.  We are in the Adirondacks.  In the Capital 

District, we have to compete with Utica and Albany.  We are trying to work on it so that it is not going to cost you 

$60,000.00 a household because there a lot of people who cannot afford that.  

 

COMMUNICATIONS   

 Monthly Report of Revenues and Expenditures  

 Monthly Transfers for Abstract of Audited vouchers  
 County of Fulton 3

rd
 Quarter 2016 Workers Compensation Report 

 Letter from Charter Communications  
 Fulton/Montgomery Regional Chamber of Commerce “Newsline” – November 2016 
 Flyer on a free education program by the Alzheimer’s Association at the Northville Public Library on November 

17
th
, 10 a.m. – 11 a.m. 

 The APA has prepared and accepted a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement for classification and 
reclassification of State lands pursuant to Notice of Public Comment Hearings on the 2016-2017 Adirondack Park 
State Land Classification Proposal with a list of where and times that these hearings are going to be held. 

 APA Notice of Public Hearing held on 11/14/16, 11 a.m. at the DEC in Albany, NY. And 11/15/2016 at 7 p.m. at 
the APA in Ray Brook, NY. Proposed action: Repeal and replacement of Sections 587.1 of Tile 9 NYCRR.    

 

Budget reminder was received from the Adirondack Association of Towns & Villages of the Town of Northampton 2017 
dues in the amount of $400.00. 
MOTION:  Councilman Anderson motioned to approved the Adirondack Association of Towns & Villages notice for the 
Town of Northampton 2017 membership dues in the amount of $400.00 for the 2017 Town of Northampton Budget.  
Seconded by Councilman Roosa and passed by 
A Vote of 5-Ayes: Groff, Gritsavage, Roosa, Anderson and Simmons  0-Nays 

 
Department Reports: 
CODE ENFORCEMENT: Matthew Ginter collected $4,407.50.00in fees.    A total of 17 permits were issued in 

October2016; #071-14 Permit renewal; #072-16Single family home; #073-14Deck; #073-163 car garage; #074-16 Single 

family home; #076-16 Addition; #077-16Water well;#078-13Permit renewal; #078-16 Single family home; #079-16 

Water well; #080-16 Septic system/repair;#081-16 Septic system/repair; #082-16 Minor alterations; #083-16 Fuel burning 

device; #084-13 Permit renewal; #084-16 Demolition; and#085-16 Storage building. 

MOTION:  Councilman Anderson motioned to approve the Code Enforcement October 2016 monthly report as 

presented.  Seconded by Councilman Gritsavage and passed by 

A Vote of 5-Ayes: Groff, Gritsavage, Roosa, Anderson and Simmons  0-Nays 

 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS:No meeting was held in October 2016.   
Due to no new business coming before the Zoning Board of Appeals this month the scheduled November 23, 2016 
meeting has been canceled.  The next scheduled meeting is December 28, 2016 at 7 p.m. 
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PLANNING BOARD:No meeting was held on November 8, 2016, due to no new business coming before the Planning 
Board this month.  The next scheduled meeting is December 13, 2016 at 7 p.m.   
 
HIGHWAY:A legal notice has been posted in the Leader Herald, the newspaper of general circulation in the Town of 
Northampton.  That legal notice has been given that the Town of Northampton Town Board has received a Notice of 
Order from the NYS DOT to establish a reduced speed limit of 45 MPH linear speed limit on Seven Hill Rd, a town 
highway, between Village of Northville and the Saratoga County line, for a distance of 3.00 +/- miles.  Signage has been 
posted along Seven Hills Road to reflect the change to be 45 MPH speed limit. 
The town will be posting signage on White Birch Road and Tennantville Road stated the Supervisor. 
 
The County has posted signage on County Highway 152 with a reduced speed limit of 45 MPH linear speed limit stated 
Supervisor Groff.  The County will be posting signage on County Highway 113, Ridge Road and Maple Grove Road.   

JUSTICE  

MOTION:  CouncilmanGritsavage motioned to accept the Justice Report. There was a total of 42 cases handled and 

$7,014.00 was collected in fines for the month.  Seconded by CouncilmanAndersonand passed by  

A Vote of 5-Ayes: Groff, Gritsavage, Simmons, Anderson and Roosa  0-Nays 

 

ANIMAL CONTROL: The Town received a letter from NYS Agriculture and Markets saying based on relevant facts and 

circumstance, including improved compliance, the Department will withdraw the $700.00 penalty assessed by the 

Division of Animal Industry.   

 

JOINT INTER-MUNICIPAL COMMISSION:Councilman Gritsavage noted that a meeting date has been set for 

Wednesday, November 30, 2016 at 7 p.m. Topics of discussion are snowmobiles in the Village of Northville and the Joint 

Highway Facility. 

 
YOUTH/REC:The next scheduled meeting is December 15, 2016 at 7 p.m. 

 

CEMETERY: Notice has been posted in the Leader Herald, the newspaper of general circulation in the Town of 
Northampton thatthe cemetery caretaker has announced fall cleanup of the Prospect Hill and Main St. cemeteries is in 
process.  Families and friends are asked to remove any flowers, decorative arrangements and any other items they wish to 
save by November 19

th
.  Anything left after the 19

th
 will be discarded.  The Official winter closing date for the cemeteries 

is December 1
st
, 2016. 

 
There is no update on the vault in the Prospect Hill Cemetery, no one has gotten back with me stated Supervisor Groff.   

 

AMBULANCE:The new ambulance has still not been ordered stated Councilman Simmons.  The sales representative has 

been ill.  Our Ambulance service has been going back and forth with the sale rep from the factory who is having difficulty 

with the drawing plans regarding the where and how they would like to have the cabinetry and certain things are to be 

located on the ambulance.   Also, the concerns of the drivers getting used to driving a new rig in the bad weather.  

 
MOTION:Councilman Simmons motioned to accept Joy Allen as a new member on the Northampton Ambulance 

Service.  Seconded by Councilman Gritsavage and passed by  

A Vote of 5-Ayes: Groff, Gritsavage, Simmons, Anderson and Roosa  0-Nays 

 

Refuse and Garbage: The station will be closed for the upcoming holidays on Monday, December 26
th
 and Monday, 

January 2
nd

.   

 
HARDFILL SITE: There were a total of 65 vehicles logged at the Hardfill site and $44.00 in fees were collected for tires 
for the month of October 2016.   



Town of Northampton Regularand Public Hearing meeting 11-16-2016Page 5 of 8 
 

MOTION:  Councilman Simmons motioned to accept the Hardfill report for the month of October 2016.  Seconded by 

Councilman Roosa and passed by  

A Vote of 5-Ayes: Groff, Gritsavage, Simmons, Anderson and Roosa  0-Nays 

 

HAULING FEES: The month of September 2016 fees were as follows: 

County Transfer    90.030Ton @ $53  $4,771.59 

Curbside Recycling   10.070Ton @ $20  $   201.40 

Transfer Station Recycling  2.390Ton @ $10  $     23.90 

Metal Hauling    4.310Ton @ $20  $     86.20 

Electronics    0.730 Ton @ $00  $     00.00 

Total         $5,083.09 

 

2017 Landfill Use Renewal between Fulton County Department of Solid Waste and the Town of Northampton 

MOTION:  Councilman Anderson motioned to approve Supervisor Groff signing the 2017 Landfill Use Renewal 

application between Fulton County Department of Solid Waste and the Town of Northampton.  Seconded by Councilman 

Gritsavage and passed by 

A Vote of 5-Ayes: Groff, Gritsavage, Roosa, Anderson and Simmons  0-Nays 

 

Northville Fire Dept.: 

October 2016:  There were a Total of 9 Responses and a Total of 80.39 Man-hours.  The Village of Northville had 1- 

Med flight standby; 2-Standby for Edinburg; and 2-Unintentional smoke detector activation.   The Town of Northampton 

had 1-Motor vehicle accident; and 1-Tree branch on power line.The Town of Benson none.  The Town of Hopenone.  The 

Town of Edinburghad 1-Fire Alarm and 1-Illegal burn.  There was 2-Mutual Aid Given and 2-Mutual Aid Received.   

Northville Fire Department participated in the following training:   

October 10– members reviewed the Carbon Monoxide Detector.  1 members present 

October 17 - members practiced with the Argo and patient handling - 14 members present. 

October 24 – members practiced Wall breaching.  14 members present 

 

SACANDAGA PARK WATER & SEWER: 

October 2016 

Water: 

-October 2015 usage – 570,000 gallons pumped 

-October 2016 usage – 867,00 gallons pumped 

Meters: No problems to report 

Repair/Maintenance:  

~ Repaired leak on water main on Osborne Road 

~DOH Public Water Supply 2016 Water System Inspection 

Wastewater: 

-October-2015- daily average flow 18,200 gallons 

-October-2016- daily average flow 10,100 gallons 

Repair/Maintenance:  

 Completion the new fence around the treatment plant.   
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TOWN CLERK: 

MOTION:  Councilman Roosa motioned to approve the Town Clerk’s October 2016 monthly report as presented by the 

Town Clerk.  Seconded by Councilman Gritsavageand passed by, 

5-Ayes: Groff, Gritsavage, Roosa, Anderson and Simmons  0-Nays 

 11/01/2016 Page 1 
 Town Clerk Monthly Report 
 October 01, 2016 - October 31, 2016 : 

 Account# Account Description Fee Description Qty Local Share 

 A1255 Conservation Conservation 53 109.97 

 Town Clerk Fees Marriage License 1 12.50 

 Sub-Total: $122.47 

 A2130 Hardfill Site Hardfill Site 1 19.00 

 Transfer Station Transfer Station 20 170.00 

 Sub-Total: $189.00 

 A2544 Dog Licensing Exempt Dogs 1 0.00 

 Female, Spayed 2 14.00 

 Female, Unspayed 1 13.00 

 Male, Neutered 1 7.00 

 Sub-Total: $34.00 

 A2770 Minor Sales Fax 7 7.00 

 Photo Copy Photo Copy 3 0.75 

 Sub-Total: $7.75 

 B2555 Building Permits Building Permits 17 1,407.50 

 Sub-Total: $1,407.50 

 Total Local Shares Remitted: $1,760.72 

 Amount paid to: New York State DOH for Marriage Licenses 22.50 

 Amount paid to: NYS Ag. & Markets for spay/neuter program 6.00 

 Amount paid to: NYS Environmental Conservation 2,188.03 

 Total State, County & Local Revenues: $3,977.25 Total Non-Local Revenues: $2,216.53 

 To the Supervisor: 
         Pursuant to Section 27, Sub 1, of the Town Law, I hereby certify that the foregoing is a full and true statement of all fees and monies received by 
 me, Elaine Mihalik, Town Clerk, Town of Northampton during the period stated above, in connection with my office, excepting only such fees and 
 monies, the application of which are otherwise provided for by law. 

    Supervisor Date Town Clerk Date 

 
SUPERVISOR: 
Board members were provided a copy of the 2017 County Budget.  The Budget is within the Tax Cap with a very small 
increase.  The final work session will be Monday and I believe we will have the final hearing the following week stated 
the Supervisor.   
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Discussion onthe Use Agreement between the Town of Northampton and the Northville Central School District 
Supervisor Groff explained he had a copy of the Use Agreement between the Town of Northampton and the Northville 
Central School District.  This is a three-year agreement and we can terminate this agreement upon thirty (30) days written 
notice to either the Town or the District by the other party, at no expense to us. 
We originally talked about one season and now we are up to three years asked Councilman Simmons. 
According to Dr. Ford in order to have an agreement the School has to have a lease agreement in order to use the property 
and to insure it. I believe they have to have a minimum of 3-years agreement.  She originally spoke of 25 or 50 years and I 
said no stated Supervisor Groff. 
Have they said anything about that they would like us to be involved with the Tennis Courts or the Basketball Court? 
I was asked stated the Supervisor.  That is their project.  This lease agreement is strictly for use of the Cemetery property 
for the Soccer fields. 
Do you know if they are interested in moving the Tennis Courts over to the Village property on corner of Division Street 
and Third Street property? 
I don’t know stated the Supervisor. 
MOTION: Councilman Anderson approved the Supervisor signing the Use Agreement between the Town of 
Northampton and the Northville Central School District for temporary use of a portion of the Prospect Hill Cemetery for 2 
soccer fields, while the District athletic fields are under construction.  Seconded by Councilman Simmons and passed by 
A Vote of 5-Ayes: Groff, Gritsavage, Roosa, Anderson and Simmons  0-Nays 

 

Motion to Close the Public Hearing 

Councilman Gritsavage motioned to close the Public Hearing at 7:50 p.m. on the 2017 Town of Northampton Preliminary 

Budget.  Seconded by Councilman Roosa and passed by, 

5-Ayes: Groff, Gritsavage, Roosa, Anderson and Simmons  0-Nays 

 
MOTION To Adopt the 2017 Town of Northampton Budget 
Councilman Gritsavage motioned to adopt the Preliminary Budget of the Town of Northampton for the fiscal year 2017 
and the 2017 Fire Contracts with the Village of Northville and with the Broadalbin Kennyetto Fire Co., Inc. 
Seconded by Councilman Anderson and adopted by a 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 

James Groff   Aye  Ivar Anderson  Aye 

William Gritsavage  Aye  Art Simmons  Aye  

Darryl Roosa   Aye 

 

MOTION signing the2017 Fire Protection Contracts between the Town of Northampton and the Northville Fire 

Department District and with the Kennyetto Fire Co., Inc.  

Councilman Gritsavage motioned to approve Supervisor Groff signing the 2017 Fire Protection Contract between the 
Town of Northampton and the Village of Northville the sum of $85,500.00 and the signing of the 2017 Fire Protection 
Contract between the Town of Northampton and the Broadalbin Kennyetto Fire Co., Inc. in the sum of $10,722.00.   
Seconded by Councilman Anderson and adopted by a  
ROLL CALL VOTE: 

James Groff   Aye  Ivar Anderson  Aye 

William Gritsavage  Aye  Art Simmons  Aye  

Darryl Roosa   Aye 

 

I don’t feel we should get a 10% increase next year for fire protection I feel that was a little steep because that is what it 

amounted to stated Supervisor Groff. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 
Eagle Scout project update 
Councilman Simmons: I saw Zachary the other day and he stated that he was in the process of meeting with the Village 
Code Enforcer.   
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Since then I saw Zachary with the Village Code Enforcer walking on the property stated Councilman Roosa.   
 
Sacandaga Golf Course Proposal Update 
Councilman Gritsavage: I spoke with Mr. Mulcahy and I suggested that he call and talk with the Town Code Enforcement 
Officer.  Mr. Mulcahy stated that he is going to be putting something together for Councilman Simmons and myself that 
will be presented to the Town Board.   
I’m trying to setup a meeting with Ron Peters and Wayne Ryan to apply for monies to take the wastewater from the sewer 
system and use it to irrigate the Golf Course.  Personally, that would be the only way I would be in favor of purchasing 
the Golf Course stated the Supervisor.  Other than that, I am not in favor of administering a Golf Course at this point in 
time.  We are not in a position right now to purchase a Golf Course.   
Basically, Mr. Mulcahy was interested in buying the property and leasing it back to the town stated Councilman 
Gritsavage.    
Discussion ensued. 
 
The board had decided to not make a decision on the proposed Sacandaga Senior Housing Project at this time. 
 
Discharge of Mortgage 

It was brought to the Town Board’s attention that a Discharge of Mortgage had not been issued to the property owner at 

655 State Highway 30 for the Housing Rehabilitation Program.  Upon through review of our files, it was noted that there 

is nothing outstanding on the forgiveness of mortgage and there is no Discharge of Mortgage on filefor this homeowner.   

MOTION:Councilman Gritsavage motioned approval to proceed with the Town issuing a Discharge of Mortgage for the 

property at 655 State Highway 30, Northville, NY.  Seconded by Councilman Gritsavage and passed by, 

A Vote of 5-Ayes: Groff, Gritsavage, Roosa, Anderson and Simmons  0-Nays 

 

The Town Board has previously rescheduled the December 2016 Town Board meeting for Wednesday, December 14, 

2016 at 7 p.m.   

 

Adjourn:Having no further business come before the Board, Councilman Simmons motioned to adjourn at 8:01p.m. 

Councilman Andersonseconded the motion and passed by, 

A Vote of 5-Ayes: Groff, Gritsavage, Simmons, Anderson and Roosa  0-Nays 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Elaine Mihalik 

Town Clerk 


