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NNHS NEWS LETTER 

PRIVATE, ACADEMY, PAROCHIAL,  
School in Northville?  Absolutely ! 

 In 1975, the pastor of the Pilgrim Holiness Church, Rev Edward S. Lacates, and 
parents in the church met for the purpose of making plans for a Christian Day School.   
On April 16, 1975 the church members voted to become affiliated with  Accelerated 
Christian Education Inc. of Garland, Texas.  The A.C.E. provided guidelines and curricu-
lum for the students.  Pastor Lecates served as Principal and Administrator.  The first 
classes began in the basement of the P.H. Church.  The first day of classes was on Septem-
ber 3, 1975, with students wearing uniforms. The school started out with about 19 stu-
dents and  gradually grew to over 50.  Students enrolled from Northville, Edinburg, Lake 
Pleasant, Saratoga, Mayfield, Rockwood and Gloversville. 
 
 The property next to the church was purchased from Tony Caffelette where the for-
mer Tony’s Fruit Market was located. The classes were moved from the basement of the 
church, to this building in 1976. Many improvements and additions were added to the 
building including a gymnasium.   

The name, “Northville Holiness 
Academy” was chosen and  

Gerald R. Ginter 
 drew up the official logo.   

The Pilgrim Holiness 
Church was originally 
named The Holiness 
Mission. It was estab-
lished in 1906 or ‘07 
and soon afterwards 
in 1908 this building 
was built to house the 
church. 



“The Eagle” was the title of Academy’s yearbook. The 1983 yearbook was dedicated to  
Bonita Van Nostrand Wildermuth “Bonnie”. 

Under her picture the 
students had written the 
following. “ We wish to 
dedicate this yearbook 
to Mrs. Bonita Wilder-
muth, a teacher who has 
meant a great deal to 
each of us.  We have 
found her always willing 
to help us in our studies 
and in our spiritual 
needs as well.  Although 
forceful at times, she has 
always been fair and 
understanding.  

Academy School Board 1981 
Josephine Schuyler, Geneva Washburn, Rev. Edward 
Lecates, Rev. Meredith Foster, Gerald Wildermuth, Sr. Rev. Edward S Lecates Principal 

In 1981, Rev. Lecates resigned as pastor of the church.  In 1988 the members of the church 
had voted to sell the school and church building to build a new church edifice. At this time 
enrollment had decreased considerably so it was no longer viable to continue the academy, 
so the academy disbanded in 1989  The school and church buildings were sold to Robert 
Logan. The school building operated as the Flamingo restaurant for a time then the Baptist 
Church of Northville bought it from Logan, for a youth and community outreach center. 

Many activities took 
place in the school and 
out of school as the 
yearbooks attests to: 
Basketball, baseball, 
volleyball, soccer, sew-
ing contests, field trips, senior trips, graduation parties, competition with other schools, etc.  

From a former student of the Academy: 
I had 11 years of perfect attendance there .  When stu-
dents had questions about what went on in school they 
always said ‘Go ask Matt!’  He was there, guaranteed. 
The Passing score was 80% so we were held to a pretty 
high standard. A huge honor at NHA was to go out and 
put the flag up mornings. I remember doing that and felt 
like I was the king of the world .  It was a privilege that 
was earned. High grades, memory verses learned, no de-
tentions, homework done and more.  I also remember a 
wooden paddle called “the board of education “ and be-
lieve me THEY USED IT .   Every month we had to learn a 
few verses in the Bible and every December it was the 
Christmas story. I can still quote parts of it to this day.  
We used to walk over to 2nd Street to take French class at 
Miss Schuylers.  Sometimes I wanted to go to NCS but 
looking back I wouldn’t trade my experience for anything. 
If there is one thing that I learned it was RESPECT YOUR 
ELDERS. At Christmas time we would go to nursing homes 
and sing for them, which made me feel good. Matt Ginter 
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From left to right:  
Clint Cramer, Artie Wyant, Marve Cramer, Borden Warner, Perry Cramer and Maurice Fountain 
 

Back in the late 40s and early 50s these men and their families met every Friday night dur-
ing the summer, for a picnic in the field up behind Clint Cramer’s house in Maple Grove. 
(about 2 miles out of the village)  They played softball,  and hashed over old ‘stories’. 
 

Clint had the biggest coffee pot you’ve ever seen.  He filled it with water, dumped a whole 
pound of coffee in it then put it on the fireplace.  Later he would call ‘COFFEE’ and every-
one at their table would hold their cup out behind for him to fill. 

REMEMBER THESE GUYS? 


