GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

ISSUE:

This Comprehensive Plan presents many opportunities and many
challenges. The following general recommendations will be helpful
and/or essential with respect to the attainment of our goals.

GOAL: THE GOAL OF THIS COMPREHENSIVE PLAN IS TO
CREATE A FRAMEWORK ON WHICH THE TOWN
WILL ATTAIN THE CONDITIONS OUTLINED IN THE
VISION STATEMENT AND SUCCESSFULLY ACHIEVE
THE SPECIFIC GOALS PRESENTED IN THE
FOLLOWING SECTIONS.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

< TOWN GOVERNMENT MUST MANAGE AND ENHANCE THE
ENVIRONMENT OF THE COMMUNITY THROUGH A
COMPREHENSIVE SET OF UPDATED ZONING
REGULATIONS.

The existing Town Zoning Ordinance was established in 1973 and
thus calls for revision. Zoning should better reflect the land use
requirements of today and the foreseeable future. In general, the
community seeks more influence over future development as well
as protection from un-planned growth. All land use and zoning
maps should be reviewed and, if necessary, altered to reflect the
Northampton we would like to see a decade or two from now. A site
plan review process should be instituted, fees and penalties
updated; and more support given to the Towns’ Code Enforcement
Officer. The Town may wish to consider taking over some of the
functions of the Adirondack Park Agency with respect to
commercial and residential projects. The Town should consider
using outside consultants and land use specialists to assist in the
Zoning review process.

< TOWN GOVERNMENT MUST BE PROACTIVE AND
SYSTEMATIC IN CONSOLIDATING GOVERNMENTAL
SERVICES AND FACILITIES.



The overall tax burden placed on the residents of the Town
increases each year. While Town taxes have remained stable,
school, county, state and federal taxes and fees continue to
increase. Increasing property taxes are a threat to our aging
population as well as to the young families who live and work
within the community. In order to control the cost of government,
the Town should pursue the consolidation of services with the
Village of Northville.

The Town may benefit in extending consolidation projects beyond
the boundaries of the Town. For example, the Town of Benson may
wish to participate in the Highway Department Project.

Consolidation between the Northville Central School and Edinburg
School District should be examined. Both systems are
experiencing decreasing enrollments and increasing costs.

<+ TOWN GOVERNMENT MUST CONSIDER A REGIONAL
PLANNING PRESPECTIVE WITH SURROUNDING
TOWNSHIPS.

The Town of Northampton needs to establish regional relationships.
A strong partnership must be developed with the Village of
Northville, as the futures of both communities are intertwined. The
Town Board should make overtures to the other lakeside
communities. Issues of shoreline tourism development, grant
writing, economic development and the consolidation of services
will result in lowered costs while enhancing the quality of life for
everyone. The Town could combine efforts with all other
Adirondack Park communities since we share the same economic
and development concerns. Active membership in regional
organizations like the Adirondack North Country Association will
provide support and knowledge to our planning efforts.

<+ TOWN GOVERNMENT SHOULD AGGRESSIVELY PURSUE
GRANTS TO SUPPORT THE SUCCESSFUL ATTAINMENT
OF OUR GOALS.

In the past, the Town has been successful in anticipating large
projects and in the long-term financial planning for these major
expenditure. As a result, the Town remains debt free.

The Town must now anticipate the long-term needs and desires of
the community in reference to future growth. Long-term plans
must be developed with respect to the consolidation of services,
water and sewer districts, recreational opportunities, senior citizen



services and housing, historic preservation and the Route 30
corridor to name just a few. The Town must compete for selected
grants that will foster economic growth, reduce the cost of
government, enhance the quality of life and protect the
environment as a whole. Grants will be grounded in the goals and
objectives contained within each section of this Comprehensive
Plan. The services of outside consultants as well as the expertise of
knowledgeable residents should be brought to bear on these efforts.

% TOWN GOVERNMENT MUST ATTEND AND HOST
PLANNING AND LAND USE TRAINING ON A REGULAR
BASIS.

The nature of local government has changed radically in the last
thirty years. Local governments are being forced to provide services
within an environment that is increasingly technical and
complicated. In order to insure quality government, training for all
Town board members and employees must be a priority. The Town
Board must not only provide training for it, but also provide
training for all government officials in order to adequately serve the
community.



