
WATER/SEWER 
 
 
ISSUES: 
 
The Town’s existing water and sewer systems are a hundred years old 
with a small user base.  There has been no upgrades to the distribution 
or collection system and only minimal to the plants. 
 
GOAL:    THE TOWN OF NORTHAMPTON SHOULD, THROUGH 

UPGRADING ITS DISTRIBUTION AND COLLECTION 
SYSTEMS, PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT FROM LEAKAGE 
AND/OR SPILLAGE, INVESTING IN NEW OR UPGRADED 
PLANTS WITH MODERN TECHNOLOGY AND CREATING NEW 
USER DISTRICTS WOULD ALSO REDUCE THE POSSIBLE 
EFFECTS OF POLLUTION OF OUR ENVIRONMENT. 

 
OBJECTIVES: 
 
It is important for the Town of Northampton to promote laws and 
regulations which preserve and enhances the lifestyle of our residents, 
vacationers and tourists.  As more infrastructure is built, the possibilities 
of economic development rises. 
 
OBSERVATIONS: 
 
Water: 
 
The Town of Northampton water system consists of private wells and the 
Sacandaga Park Water District. The Sacandaga Park water District is 
administered by the Northampton Town Board and employs a certified 
Water District Plant operator. The water system was first built by the 
F,J&G Railroad for the Sacandaga Amusement Park and is over one 
hundred years old coming online in 1910. At its inception, water was 
supplied from a reservoir located on Warner Hill Road in the Town of 
Mayfield. In a decision reached by the NYS Department of Health, it was 
determined that the water supply from that resource was not in 
compliance with current health standards thus mandating the need for a 
new water source. 
 
In July, 1985, the users of the Sacandaga Park Water System requested 
that the Town of Northampton take over the infrastructure entirely and 
in 1998, the Sacandaga Park Water District switched from the reservoir 
to the four (4) wells that are located on the east side of CoHwy 123. 
Water is pumped to a 100,000-gallon storage tank on the West side of 
CoHwy 123 and situated at an elevation much higher than the 



Sacandaga Park Water District. Water pressure is provided by gravity 
feed from the tank to various water main locations within the Sacandaga 
Park and others along NYS 30 and CoHwy 123. It is estimated that the 
wells can provide 150 gallons per minute or approximately 200,000 
gallons per day. The average daily use is approximately 45,000 gallons 
per day or 25% of capacity. 
 
 
 
  
Sewer: 
 
As in the case of the Sacandaga Park Water System, in July 1985, the 
users of the Sacandaga Park Sewer System requested that the Town of 
Northampton take over the infrastructure entirely. 
 
The Town of Northampton’s waste disposal consists of individual septic 
tanks and a treatment system that is located in the Sacandaga Park. 
 
The Sacandaga Park System was constructed in the 1908 by the F, J&G 
Railroad for the Sacandaga Amusement Park.  Currently there are 97 
customers on the system that can hold 75,000 gallons per day.  During 
January, or other low period of usage, the flow is about 15,000 gallons 
per a day.  During July, or other high period of usage the flow is about 
30,000 gallons per day.  New customers can be added at anytime.  The 
current system can accommodate more.  Currently, both the water and 
sewer lines connected to the Sacandaga Park systems are slowly being 
replaced and repaired. A yearly budget is compiled by the Towns budget 
officer and revenue for the operation; maintenance and salaries are 
generated by imposing a sewer tax on each user within the district 
 
It is long overdue that a plan is established for upgrade replacing and 
expansion of infrastructure.  We do note that the Town Board, in May 
2007, awarded a contract for preliminary investigation, design, cost 
study and funding sources. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

 Establish a Water and Sewer Commission for not only 
Sacandaga Park but entire township. 

 This Commission should develop and complete a multi-
year infrastructure improvement plan to consider: 

 
�x The conversion of all surface water lines to deep 

(4-season) usage 



�x Bring fire hydrants up to insurance standards 
�x Eliminate the current ground water infiltration 

problems within the system 
�x Complete documentation and provide all 

aspects of the system including exact locations 
to the Fulton County GIS Administrator to 
integrate into a Geographical Information 
System (GIS) format. 

�x Hire an outside company to check the sewer 
system on an annual basis.  The inspection 
should be done during a time of peek usage. 

�x Replace all of the old water lines and fire 
hydrants within Sacandaga Park. 

 
 Work with the County of Fulton to investigate the need 

for and feasibility of the extension of the current water 
and sewer lines from the City of Gloversville to the Town 
of Northampton as a long-term goal. 

 


