
RECREATION 
 

 
ISSUE: 

 
The Town does not have a centralized recreational field complex.  The Town 
should purchase and develop lands for recreational purposes such as baseball 

and soccer fields as soon as possible.  Currently-owned lands should be 
upgraded for recreational use.  There is not a planned or organized system of 
biking or hiking trails in the Town, nor is there a formal open space procedural 

plan. 
 

GOAL: 
 
The Town and Village should establish a multigenerational recreation/wellness 

study group to propose a comprehensive list of activities and government 
organization and private resources to facilitate them.  Examples would include 

open spaces, recreational parks, ballparks, bicycle and walking trails and the 
purchase of the Sacandaga Golf Course. 
 

OBJECTIVES: 
 

1. develop biking and hiking trail system for residents and tourists. 

2. Acquire lands for a multi-purpose playing field and passive recreation 
complex. 

3. The purchase of the golf course is vital for open space, historical value, 
and recreational purposes. 

4. The Town of Northampton should combine efforts with the Village of 

Northville to support and maintain an accessible snowmobile system. 
 
ECONOMIC VALUE: 

 
The Town can encourage passive tourism with the development of hiking and 

biking trails.  The purchase of open space such as the Sacandaga Golf Course 
will keep the Town from being overly developed therefore putting a strain on 
the Town’s infrastructure.  Great Sacandaga is an asset to the Town and 

Village; it is attractive to townspeople and tourists.  The development of 
recreational uses around it will enhance the desirability of people to vacation 

here. 
 
OBSERVATIONS: 

 
Numerous recreational opportunities within the Town of Northampton and its 
associated Adirondack region provide not only for a healthy and vibrant 

community life but also contribute to being one of the major economic 
resources for the community. 



 
At the center of the Town of Northampton’s recreational heart is the Great 

Sacandaga Lake, which provides year-round recreational opportunities such as 
boating, water skiing and fishing in the summer months and snowmobiling, ice 

fishing and cross-country skiing during the winter months.  The Great 
Sacandaga’s shoreline is dotted with numerous marinas and restaurants that 
provide dockage and fuel as well as a bite to eat. 

 
The Town of Northampton is fortunate to have two (2) State-owned public 
launching facilities within its borders, one being located on NYS Route 30 just 

north of the bridge that crosses into the Village of Northville and the other 
located within the Northampton Beach State campground.  The Northampton 

Beach State campground is one of the largest State-operated campgrounds in 
the Adirondack Park.  This campground not only provides the boat launch, but 
also a beach, recreation area and numerous waterfront sites (See Recreational 

Facilities Map 1-6). 
 

The northern and western portions of the Town of Northampton are Adirondack 
Forest Preserve Lands, with the majority of the forest preserve being open for 
public use.  Activities such as hiking, hunting, mountain biking, backcountry 

camping/fishing and snowmobiling are just a few of the activities these 
majestic mountains provide. 
 

Along with the Great Sacandaga Lake and the Adirondack Mountains, the 
Town of Northampton and surrounding Adirondack region are served by the 

historic Sacandaga Golf Course located within the Sacandaga Park, the 
Lapland Lake cross-country skiing facility in Benson, horse stables and the 
Northville Lake (the Northville Lake is located within the Village and offers 

many of the same opportunities as that of the Great Sacandaga, but on a much 
smaller scale). 
 

The Town of Northampton and the Village of Northville’s residents rely on the 

Northville Central School for the majority of the organized adult and youth 
recreational activities.  A combined youth commission, which is managed by 

the Village of Northville, provides a summer recreation program affording 
children the opportunity to participate in athletic programs, arts and crafts and 
social activities such as weekly field trips.  The Town of Northampton 

recognizes that it can provide for an abundance of recreational activities, 
however, there is a need for improvement in the overall structure and 

accessibility to the resources. 
 

 

1. Recreation Committee: 
 

The Town of Northampton’s recreational opportunities are based primarily 

within or around the Northville Central School.  Other organizations that 



provide some form of recreational opportunity outside of the school are 
clubs such as the Lions, Masons, Sacandaga Valley Arts Network (SVAN) 

and Bats Bay Production Company as well as a limited number of other 
organizations and private businesses.  This inter-municipal recreation 

committee should support organized recreational opportunities for citizens 
of all ages. 
 

2. Recreational Events: 
 

 The Town of Northampton, primarily through current Merchant and Civic 

Associations, has done a good job of creating special events such as the 
“Fall Festival”, “Winter Carnival”, Labor Days’ “Ring of Fire”, “Village-Wide 

Garage Sale” and the “4th of July Doins”.  These types of events are 
important for the economic vitality of the Town by creating outside interest 
in our community.  Events that bring in people from outside of the Town not 

only enhance the recreational experience of our own residents, but will also 
boost the local economy through the goods and services that are purchased 

from the local businesses. 
 
3. Recreation Center: 

 
The Town of Northampton and surrounding area is lacking one of the most 
primary recreational opportunities that any community should possess, a 

Recreation Center.  A Recreation Center can be used to host a wide variety 
of recreational and cultural events for all ages, all year long.  A Recreation 

Center should incorporate both indoor and outdoor facilities as well as being 
easily accessible to the community. 
 

4. Trail Systems: 
 
 The Town of Northampton is fortunate to be considered as the starting point 

for the Northville/Placid hiking trail.  The official starting point for the 
popular trail system is located in the Village of Northville at the Bradt 

Municipal Building where the Town and Village offices are located and 
where parking is available for hikers.  This allows hikers to take advantage 
of the shopping opportunities in the Village of Northville before hitting the 

trail.. 
  

 One major winter recreational opportunity that the Town should encourage 
and promote responsible growth for is the creation of a snowmobile trail 
system, particularly from the Great Sacandaga Lake to the Village of 

Northville.  We are fortunate to have a starting point for the development of 
such a system with excellent access to the Lake, which is also the main 
passage to two (2) major designated snowmobile trails.  

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 



 
× It is imperative that the Town purchase or develop land for a 

sports/wellness/recreational complex.  As the Town develops, the 
more desirable lands will be purchased by outside entities 

therefore limiting choices. 
× The Town officials should form a working committee with towns 

located around the Great Sacandaga Lake to develop a tourism 

campaign and plan. 
× The Town of Northampton should encourage and promote the 

Northville/Placid Trail anyway that is feasible. 

× A long term plan or committee should be created to systematically 
pursue open space. 

× The Town of Northampton should encourage inter-municipality 
cooperation in the establishment of a major connection to the 
current Fulton and Saratoga County bicycle trail system. 

× Trails for bicycle and walking should be created on a systematic 
basis.  This would enhance tourism and provide healthy 

recreational opportunities to Town residents. 
Recreational Committee should pursue the rights to use Mead Island for 
recreational activities and regulated development. 


