SOCIAL SERVICES
ISSUE:

The Town of Northampton and the Village of Northville are aging and changing.
This community is one of two in Fulton County that has increased its
population according to the most recent census. Most of this increase in
population has been by those who have retired or are seeking to retire as they
occupy summer homes on a permanent basis. The Town is unprepared to
provide services to this population creating a void in medical services. The
realty of this situation also has an expected impact on all service organizations
including the Volunteers on the Fire Department and Ambulance Corporation.

GOAL: TO EXPAND SERVICES WITHIN THE COMMUNITY AND
DEVELOP A SENSE OF CONTINUITY BETWEEN ALL OF
THE ELEMENTS OF THE TOWN AND SURROUNDING
REGION.

OBSERVATIONS:

Community facilities and services enable a community to function effectively.
Through professional and cooperative efforts, these facilities and services
safeguard the health, safety and welfare of the population and improve the
overall quality of life, including police and fire protection, ambulance services,
medical services, schools, libraries, care facilities, mass transit, solid waste
disposal, electricity, telephone, and cable services. Northampton is serviced by
the Fulton County Sheriff’s Department, the New York State Police, as well as
the Northville Village Police Department, on a limited basis outside the Village
boundaries.  This system appears to be sufficient given the projected
population.

Local fire protection is provided by the Village of Northville Volunteer Fire
Department, which serves the Village of Northville, the Towns of Northampton
and Benson and parts of Hope. In addition to having training and equipment
in firefighting and motor vehicle extraction, the Department is also trained in
the use of their hovercraft for year-round rescue on the Great Sacandaga Lake.

There is weekly garbage pickup throughout the Town. Fulton County operates
a local transfer station located on County Route 113 that accommodates
household garbage. The County also provides bi-monthly recyclable pickup.
Streetlights are provided for special lighting districts and at critical
intersections in the Town.



Ambulance service and a first response team are provided by the Northampton
Ambulance Department. There are three (3) major hospitals in the region:
Nathan Littauer Hospital in Gloversville, Amsterdam Memorial Hospital, and
St. Mary’s Hospital in the Town of Amsterdam. There are two (2) general
practice physicians located in the Village and no dental services. Both doctors
have expressed a desire to retire in the near future.

The school population has been declining locally and regionally in recent years
stimulating discussion of consolidation of services if not the merger of school
systems themselves.

Northville has an Enlarged School District, which is made up of an elementary,
middle, and High School located in the Village of Northville. Broadalbin-Perth
school district is located in Broadalbin and is also made up of elementary,
middle and high schools. Mayfield Central School is located in Mayfield and is
made up also of an elementary, middle and high school. The schools provide
not only educational opportunities, but also provide cultural opportunities for
the Village of Northville and the Town of Northampton.

The Northampton Historical Society is active and maintains a museum in the
Village of Northville. The Town is served by the Northville Garden Club as well
as the Sacandaga Valley Arts Network, which puts on exhibits at the Northville
Library. There is a civic center in the area of Fish House Road, which services
the residents of that part of the Town. Northville has a public library, which
services the Village as well as the surrounding townships.

The Town of Northampton has five (5) active churches with attractive, well-kept
facilities. The Catholic, Presbyterian, Methodist and Baptist churches have
facilities located in the village proper, while the Pilgrim Holiness and
Northampton United Methodist Church at Fishouse are located outside the
village. Besides providing for worship, for fellowship, and for religious and
moral instruction, these churches supply a number of important services to the
community that include children and youth activities, family and individual
counseling, food pantries, thrift stores, musical programs, foreign and domestic
mission’s trips and emergency assistance for crisis situations.

The Fulton County Office of the Aging provides individual assessments and
coordination of services to qualified individuals in an effort to help seniors
remain safely in their homes. OFA sponsors the Meals on Wheels program and
one day weekly transportation for seniors. The meals are prepared in
Johnstown and delivered by volunteers. The Town provides no services to
senior citizens.

There are no formal senior citizen services offered in the Town. Local seniors
may be members of the Sacandaga Seniors located in Edinburg or the Wells
Senior Citizens. There are no formal independent living or supported loving



housing available in the Town. There is no senior citizen center in the Town.
The 2000 Federal Census noted that 18% of the population is 65+ years old. A
huge increase is expected during the next decade by the “Baby Boomer”
generation retires.

The Fulmont Community Action Agency has a branch in Northville, which
operates its own food pantry, as well as providing clothing, baked goods and
referrals to the many programs offered by this agency.

Northampton is served by a number of civic associations, which include but
are not limited to the Northville Civic Association, Northville Merchants
Associations, Sacandaga Park Civic Association, the Knights of Columbus, Fish
House Free and Accepted Masons, the American Legion, Lions and Rotary
Clubs. These organizations, along with many others, carryout a number of
charitable activities that aid the citizens of the Town.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

% Establish a medical arts complex affiliated with regional medical
organizations to provide medical care to regional residents.

% Seek to establish senior citizen housing and center in the Village or
Town.

% Explore consolidation or merger of area school systems and/or
services to increase educational opportunities. (i.e.; expanded
distance learning; combined athletic teams and/or a crew program
and advanced placement opportunities.)

% Improve and expand cultural and recreational opportunities for all
age levels.

% The Town Board should aggressively pursue Federal, State and

private funding sources to support social services planning.

The recommendations will improve the quality of life for all residents and
especially our senior citizens. This strengthens the social and economic fabric
of our community.



